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Farmville, High Bridge Trail State Park Host 
National Trails Day Event  
Governor Kaine Featured Speaker 
 

Riverfront Park in Farmville was the site of the National 
Trails Day event on Saturday, June 6, to commemorate the 
recent opening of a 12-mile stretch of High Bridge Trail 
State Park. Governor Tim Kaine (D) was the featured 
speaker, with other speakers including State Delegate 
Watkins Abbitt (I-Appomattox) and State Senator Frank 
Ruff (R-Mecklenburg). Other recognized guests included 
representatives from Congressman Tom tŜǊǊƛŜƭƭƻΩǎ όD-VA 
5th) office and local officials. 

 
The event was organized by the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR). Sponsors included the 
/ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ό/w/ύΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘΣ 
the Town of Farmville, and the Appomattox River 
Company.  
 
During his remarks, Governor Kaine said Farmville and 
other towns/communities along the trail are really going 
to benefit from it. He said Virginia has a wide variety of 
trails, but High Bridge is a particularly exciting one. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Governor Tim Kaine addresses the crowd at the 
National Trails Day event in Farmville. 

(Photo by Melody Foster) 

YŀƛƴŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΣέ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅΦέ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ 
Governor Kaine said about $2 million in federal stimulus funds will be used for improvements to High Bridge itself, 
to make the bridge suited for use by visitors to the trail. 
 
Senator Ruff called the Park a true partnership between nature lovers, recreation lovers, the Virginia Tourism 
Corporation, and local businesses. Delegate Abbitt gave a special thanks to landowners along the trail, saying they 
were as enthusiastic about the Park as anyone. He added that officials hope to see 1 million visitors on the trail each 
year, saying the Park would be a boon to the regional economy. 
 
The 12-mile segment of the trail that opened recently is in addition to four miles that opened in August 2008, 
bringing the total currently open for public use to 16 miles ς from High Bridge to Prospect. When completed, the 
Park will span 34 linear miles from Burkeville to Pamplin. Funding from the General Assembly, obtained with the 
ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /w/Ωǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΣ helped pay for improvements to the trail.  
 

STORY CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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High Bridge Trail, continued from Page 1 
 

The former rail line was abandoned by Norfolk Southern a few years ago, and the last train to use the tracks went 
through Farmville in July 2005. The High Bridge was built in 1853 as part of the South Side Railroad. The bridge was 
the site of one of the final skirmishes of the Civil War. In April 1865, Confederate forces, in retreat from General 
DǊŀƴǘΩǎ !rmy, attempted ς without success ς to burn the bridge and cut off the pursuit of Union forces. The wagon 
bridge remained intact, allowing Union forces to cross the Appomattox River and ŎŀǘŎƘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ wƻōŜǊǘ 9Φ [ŜŜΩǎ 
Army. Lee would surrender days later at Appomattox Court House. 
 
Some web sites that describe High Bridge Trail State Park in more detail include the following :  
 

- DCR/Virginia State Parks ς http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks/hig.shtml  
- Virginia Tourism Corporation ς http://www.virginia.org/site/description.asp?attrID=53779 
- CRC web site ς http://touris m.virginiasheartland.org/recreation.html  

 

Highlights from National Trails Day Celebration at Riverfront Park 
Photos by Melody Foster, Todd Fortune, and Pat MacKenzie 

 

 

 

 

 

Below ς One of the cakes that were 
made to commemorate the 

occasion. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Above ς Governor Kaine meets with attendees at the event, and stops for a 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άƘƛέ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ and for a ride on the 

trail. 

  

 

 
Delegate Abbitt (left) and 

Senator Ruff (right) address 
the crowd during the event. At 
the beginning of his remarks, 

to mark the 65
th

 anniversary of 
D-Day, Senator Ruff asked for 
a moment of silence to honor 

those who lost their lives 
during the Allied invasion of 
Normandy on June 6, 1944.   
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Highlights from High Bridge Trail Celebration, from previous page 

 
Above ς Governor Kaine and local dignitaries take part in a ribbon 
cutting ceremony to commemorate the opening of the latest section 
of High Bridge Trail State Park. 

 
Above ς {ƘŜǊǊȅ {ǿƛƴǎƻƴΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ 

Retreat, presents a gift to Governor Kaine.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

Left ς Visitors to the 
event stop by the CRC 
display to grab water 

and snacks, and 
review information 
about the Council.  

 
Right ς Allen's Mill 

Band performs for the 
crowd. 

 

 
 

 

 

Visitors to the event 
listen to live music while 

stopping by the many 
displays that were 

available. Groups that 
had displays included 

DCR (right), the Virginia 
Horse Council, Farmville 

Trails Advisory 
Committee, International 

Mountain Biking 
Association, and others. 

 
 

 


