
What Can You Do? 

1. Attend local meetings to provide your 

input and learn about local events. 

2. Participate in or conduct stream clean-

ups. 

3. Dispose of all debris and trash, including 

pet waste, in the proper locations. 

4. Keep stormdrains clear and strive to al-

low only rainwater into the drains. 

5. Plant trees and other vegetation in your 

community to prevent erosion and filter 

rainwater. 

6. Become a Citizen Science Water Quality 

Monitor to monitor your local body of 

water. 

7. Contact your local Soil and Water Con-

servation District for recommendations 

for responsible practices and solutions 

for your home. 

For Volunteer Opportunities: 
 

James River Buffer Program—
 www.jamesriverbuffers.org 

Tree planting, buffer maintenance 

Clean Virginia Waterways—
 www.longwood.edu/cleanva  

Water quality monitoring, stream cleanups 

Virginia Save Our Streams—www.vasos.org  

Training for water quality monitoring 

Friends of the Appomattox River— 
 www.far-va.org  

Stream clean-ups along the Appomattox  

Maintaining the Farmville Blueway 

James River Association—
 www.thejamesriver.org  

RiverRats Program 

Water Quality Monitoring 

Tree Planting 

Stream Clean-up 

1 Mill Street, Suite 202, Farmville, VA 23901 
(434) 392-6104 

Our 
Watershed: 

 

What is a watershed? 

 

Where is ours? 
 

What’s happening? 

 

How can you help? 



What is a Watershed?  It’s an area of land 

that drains to a body of water.  Precipitation that 

falls on the watershed drains to a body of water 

such as a creek, river, lake, etc. 

In our Region, all precipitation and runoff from 

Amelia, Buckingham, Cumberland, Nottoway, 

and Prince Edward Counties drains to the 

Chesapeake Bay, making us part of the Chesa-

peake Bay Watershed.  

The Chesapeake Bay Watershed: 

Is the largest estuary in the US and 3rd larg-

est in the World 

Supports more than 17 million people 

Covers 64,000 square miles 

Includes parts of Virginia, Maryland, Dela-

ware, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, New 

York, and Washington, D.C. 

Has 11,684 miles of shoreline, more than the 

entire US West Coast  

Contains more than 100,000 rivers and 

streams 

Helps filter and protect the drinking water of 

75% of Bay watershed residents. 

The Middle James Watershed covers approxi-

mately 6,190 square miles and is the largest and 

most diverse portion of the James River Water-

shed. All water drains to the James by way of 

the Appomattox River and its tributaries. 

Impaired streams in the Appomattox River ba-

sin include: Winticomack Creek, Flat Creek, 

Nibbs Creek, Deep Creek, Sandy River, Briery 

Creek, and Saylers Creek.  

Agriculture and polluted runoff have been 

deemed the most problematic sources of water-

shed pollution in Virginia. Water quality prob-

lems experienced by the Appomattox River in-

clude forestry and agricultural erosion, and non-

point pollution from factories, towns, and resi-

dential sources.  

By exploring the extent of the impairment of the 

Appomattox River, and understanding the fac-

tors that affect the quality of the waterways, we 

can take steps to restore the waterway. 

Appomattox River Watershed 

Middle James River Watershed 


